The effect of preoperative treatment with cimetidine on postoperative wound sepsis.
The results of preoperative treatment of uncomplicated duodenal ulcer patients with Cimetidine are presented. Cimetidine given preoperatively increases the pH of gastric aspirates and alters the bacterial flora of the stomach at the time of operation, resulting in an increased incidence of postoperative wound sepsis. Discontinuing Cimetidine 2 days before surgery is a safe step against the risk wound sepsis.